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Laurel Run . Seeds-hifth.,6p , oiirBtfa'vfcVyLick Mountain north east of 
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„ 0vK \t. Office and with several unnamed tributaries forms the drainage 
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Burr Valley • It then continues to a point one- half mile north of Demur 
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ii empties in to the Greenbrier River* It has a total length og 8.2 mileB 


; ty* n fall of 1220 feet or at the rate of 148.7 feet per mile. It has a drainage A,re 


v l v *8 square miles. 
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This Branch was sop named by the abundance of Larel 


that crew on its waters. 
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Rock Bun is another small branch with a single tributary emptying 


into Greenbrier River 
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n the E&st one mile above Kennison. 


">.e Rock Run is within the bounds of the Watoga State Park , is 1.7 miles long 
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fall of ?8o feet with a rate of fall per mile of 146.7 Feet and has a drainage 
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f 1.15 square miles. 
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AM) LICK RUN:- Island Lick Run empties into the Green brier River from the e®t 


i fay between Seebert and Kennisdn having its source up on the west side of Pyle - 

It has a total length of 4.8 miles with a fall of 750 feet, with a rate 


^ t u i n 


-.f r i 1 ?er mile of 156.2 feet, with a drainage basin area of 5.12 square miles. 

It lies wholly within the bounds of the Watoga State forest Park. A fine Rock 




•d road with an easy grade and graceful curver 
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, was constructed the entire length 


Lick hun » and nany 25 log cabins with all 


modern conveniencios are 
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The Administration Building' of the Watoga State 
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;'Tu : 1 CKKKh:- Stamping Greek hae its source in three small branches high 
"he east si<io of the Cranborry Mountain * Its tributaries are Blue lick Run, 


up on* 


and 
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ia Fork, and other email unnamed branches. It flows in a southeastward directs 


occasionally sinking beneath the limestone , but rising again near ‘iillpoint where 

0 

: * '■ r- uf-e.i intermittently to turn Overshot wheels to grind feed and flour and to 
propel a snail turbine generator. It enters Greenbrier River one-half mile north of 
Seebert. It has a meandering length of 6.8 miloe with a total fall of 1710 feet, 
lit a rate of 251.5 feet per mile. It has a drainage area of 15.8-square miles. 
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The name of Stamping Creek, was first given to the Branch by the first 
pioneer settlers of that vicinity, which was due to the fact that there was a certain 


* Ops ^ ^ 

w W 


n the creek that 


the Deer, Elk, 
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and Buffalo, would meet , and was called 
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ri 


w «*■ r\ - *1 T 


Ground, which eventually emerged into the 


ne of Stamping Creek. 
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Hole Run is a small stream of little importance 


in a limestone Spring 
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drainage area of 3.75 Square miles. 
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rock work at Stephen Hole Run 


the Seneca Trail 


. j i.rflvid the c ave in which Stephen Sewell lived in the Indian days, bo I 
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, * d it down there to investigate the rumor and was delighted to fin4 the 
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. s ve was still ther 


rno big 'limestone cliff a couple hundred feet high faces 


r about three hundred yards distance, It ie of the Big Line or 



the State highwaj 

i 

'--.nbri-r Linestone and many thousand tons have been blasted offthe face of the 

cliff for use in surfacing the ro 

The quarry is where the main spring issues and what g4vel> rise to the repcrt 

.*• » |T i "W « * 

that the cave had been blasted out was that the point that the work had been 
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,-cing on the cliff overhung and formed a kind of shelter from a rain, but in nowiee 

* »■ - *’, *■*»• *« .* w % * - . m w ■ | , I 
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filled the specifications as a den or habitation. It would be like living out of 

* * - 1 * - * «. _ 
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dears. The real cave is high up the cliff some two hundred yards south of the 

»:r> = , and it is safe for many years to come . It is not at all likely that it will 
er.er be needed for road work « 
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eiasn.s Hols as it is called over lookd and ia a hole in th© wall that 
Vr.e whole of the upper part of the valliy . It is in a.siioilay position 
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Ztgi, that Robert Louis Stephenson tel-lre . tells us about in " Kidnapped 
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* tr.e hiding place of Cluny MacPherson at the tine he was outlawed for tiho 
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'away a mile north of Millpoint. 
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• ,j n.. as off to the euat und descends the little valley to 

^ronren at the mouth of Rever Creek up which it goee. 

• OB«r Cut to Huntersville; in the daye when it wa 
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well founded belief that if horses afflicted with th 
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v . d in this littl. Stream that they would be 
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B there from the surrounding Levels community 


skin in tha fetlock, wore watered, and th ore feet 

cured, and it was the custom to br£g 


In the tourist day that is coining i 


t will be the regular thing to-halt the car at 


e point j.;and the viditors will walk some three hundred yards and climb the 

livity that brings them near the top of the cliff and inspect the cave. 

will also afford them the boon of the finest drinking water, as cool and clear 

is to be obtained in this world of ours . 
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I have never seen a cave that was so well suited for a habitation as this one 
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thirty by forty feet i*n size* Next is a great roof or portico which shelters 


ch shelters a large portion of this treace , with an outcurving roof perhaps ten 
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Then in the wall is a room about six feet wide and ten feet deep, with 


- ^--5 • A fire across the openingwould keep this little retreat comfortable 

* coi: *est weather. Back in this room is an opening of unknown dimensions but 

* ■ •*. 

*r.:;r ;7 well back into the cliff, it is very dark there and would not be suitabi 
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for living rooms but would be an ideal place to store food and supplies, 
fror.-. room ie fitted with a level floor , and being open to the out 

owwitnouia particle of fixing to afford a comfoitable place to sleep 


er air is in 
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#r * ° tr#a:a iS8U8S frorn thie cave , and there is no current 
•al place for camping and is one of the sights of the County. 

have occasion to vioit it, follow the path **-„ p by an old abanded 
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It has been talked of as a place to grow water cress 
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nlchi effort transplant wild cranberries into t.ie Dog 
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every side is rich farm land but the cove 


he? bee 


n unused .xc.pt for some indifferent pasture, which in a section bo 
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blue f.ra«» na 


5 not been much esteemed 



very little work there could be a little 
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finned here of clear pure water. It would be surrounded by beautiful grassy 


shore9 ^ beetling crags would overlook it, there you would have grass, water, 
i-i j rrtcicice in close harmony, and it would be one of the beauty spots of fest- 
Virginia. The highway would skirt one side of the part , and Stephen Sewells everlastjjg 
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s would look down on it, It would be just the right distance t eight miles, to 


axe an attraction for the town of Parlinton , and it would be an objective for 


iri ves from Lewisburg , Ronceverte, ‘^hite Sulphur Springs, and Hot Springs Virginia. 
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e pioneer Stephen oewell. He cume here with Jacob Harlin on the seventeen-forties 


. f AL 


— ■** 
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Creek Valley 


fit ^ 4 * ^ 
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*” .. been given n-ee , and it i. now propoa.d to name th™ Mary and 

o ff ii a 9 n ® 

•■1 •»*aboth after Elizabeth Dunlap, and Mary Vance Warwick. 
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The people of this county have specialized on the nan® of Marlin, 


and have 


* low 


es 


the people in a distant part of the State to use the 


ne* of Sewell. Thus 


5 *well is reaem 


bered by Big and Little Sewell Mountain, Sewell Creek, Sewell Valley, 


--- tvrn of Sewell, and one of the measures of coal of the New River section, 

v * V * 


known 


Sewell seam. 


is the common "belief basid upon a tradition, that Stephen Sewell left 
?-? , ani novel to Sewell Creek which flows into the Gauley River , and that he was 
:h?re <111 ed by the Indians . As a defender of tradition, I am sorry to say that I 

in m m «• ««,# * + • » 1(1 «• * ■ 

v 

•“ to the conclusion that Stephen Sewell never lived farther west than the 


j .u n 


• the R north at bears his name in Pocahontas County, near Millpoint. 
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In at he lived on the waters of Gauley is due to a statement prepared by 
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,* sir 


, the grand old man of Greenbrier County, in the year of 1798, And 
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report triat Sewell moved forty miles farther west and lived on 
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: e Dane . It is not at all likely that Sewell lived on Gauley 
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he Greenbrier valley prior to 1756 . David Tygart had to leave 


, r 

/ • i 
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.ferrad to people living a 


t or near the mouth of Knapps Creek 


surveyed for the 


.rtb-ier Co’pwOy • 


Th o 


p were settling whites on the lands 

v +, rrra+.har in 1753 . France clained all the 

war clouds began to gatner m 


. <v-i m j |hv th e 
lar.T drsi”e jlfc v 


Miesiesippi . In pursuance of this clai 


they commenced the 


r-ction of a fort at Pittsburg. 


Go veno 


r Dinvriddie in 1753 sent George Washington 


<;ti „ ltin3to t. th. French to abandon thair dale, to Fort DuQueana, to .hich th. 
L_* n„ hoed. In 175» Washington fought a losing campaign , and r.ach.d son 
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Mir#at with the French at a place called the great Meadows or Fort Necessity, 


•:ea: 


- Brownsville Pennsylvania. 


Later in that year the Indians killed the Files 
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ar.i Indian 7a r 


t Beverly, the first settlers to be massacred by the Indians in the French 

The next year the settlers on the frontier felt reasonably safe 


% 4 


rraidock was forming his army but:even before his defeat in july, 1755, the 


T-.iii-.e were killing on. the Holston River and on the head waters of the New River 


* '*-«* eff ect of 


praddocks defeat in this section occurred just about a month after 


'.re 7rr.cn 


the Indians appeared at the mouth of Knapps Creek and killed twelve 
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-ri i:ok eight prisoners , This raid ended the hostilities for the year 1755 
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expedition expedition led by Gen Andrew Lewis in the winter of 1 155-5® 
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dians. he marched an army of 418 men clear across the State of "Vest 


' *ri<ce the Indians in their towns on the Ohio. It is called the Sandy Creek 
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Chick on House 



1b another minor tributary of the 


C reon' 



joining the latter stream one-half mile south of Watoga 


. v on „o8t elppe of the PJle Mountain and flows almost due west 
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for a distance of 2.8 mileo. ItB drainage area is 2.42 square miles. 

total fall of 790 feet, with a rate of fall per mile of 282.1 fee 
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There is a tradition that the branch was bo named from the 


that ore of the old pioneer hunters of this section of Pocahontas County 


* % o w" r r 


that the branch was infested with Foxes and other varmints , and 


crier tc catch them, he placed a small Chicken House on a stump with one or 
tic chickens inside the coop, then placed spring traps all around and about 

the Chicken House, and thereby caught many of the Foxes and Varmits by this 
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re'.i.cd of enticeing them with a chicken; And the branch has been there¬ 
after called"Chicken House Run”. 
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roughly forming a Y the southern branch heading well up on the 


thVi 


northern branch heading on the 
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t "‘ e Buckley Mountain to join the Greenbrier River at Violet. 

• old County Road from Hillsboro to Huntersville followed along this stream 
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and SUNDAY LICK BUN', S 


, . t , -> wc tm nll Branches head near the top of Buckley Mountain and flow in a 
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total fall of 700 feet , with a rate of fall of 280 feet per mile.with 


drainage urea of 2.0? square mile6 . 

Sunday Lick Run, has an entire length of 2.4 miles ,with a fall of 950 

i 

feet, with a rate of fall of 395.8 feet per mile, and has a drainage area basin 

of 1.21 square miles . 



In pioneer days Deer Licks were frequented on these branches, and 
fanciful names were given then by the old pioneer hunters.' There is 
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-riKin»ting largely from epringB 
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that emerge hi 



up in the Swggo Mountain 


!i; .j Days Mountain; **••*' 


Spruce FIate . It is composed of the following 
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r tributaries: Me SUut.uk Run, Owrh.lt Run, Bry Run, and Buck Run 

, has cut a prominent cove between the range 


This network of stream 


cf Rodgers fountain, Swago Mountain, and Spruce Flats. 


Swago Creek entere 


Greenbrier River at Buckeye, 


and has a drainage area of 12,92 square miles 


and has a 


total length of 3.3 miles with a total fall of 1295 feet, with a 


rate of fall per mile of 392.4- feet. 

-this branch , but is now not in use. 
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McClintocks flour mill was situdtei 


Swago Creek 


has one of the oldest settlements that was made in Pocahor. 
t « Count y ; The notable family of Ewings settled on Swago about the year 
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iro t ' r;av ing sold their land holdings to Moses Moore on Knapps Creek ; 

Tilliar, Ewing known as " Swago Bill” was living on Swago Creek in the year of 
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he blazed a line of trees around the lande he selected , 
ct patented . Onee he was plowing when the alarm came 


afterward 


the tra 


that the 

woods 


Ir.iiar.c were 


preparing to attack the settlement, he hid his plow in the /r wwe«d 
.... ^ x ; *- -v e other settlers made haste to the nearest fort which was Millpoint 
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- ■ cr.'.xr. ce Fort Day; a few days afterwards he ventured back to get his 

nr .d fir. 11 e proceeding through the woods with his plow , he was alarmed 
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rr Dour.i and turning to one side he saw three Indians behind a 
thtlr guns pointed at him , they had tried to shoot but their powder 
% tnd their gune had cnieaed fire ; William Kwing dropped hie plow and 
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“jhe fort fuel ae he could run f with the Indians after him. Going 
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e ^ bffon told thfct Swago Creek was bo named from the Oewega Indian© ; the 

rd \ e compounded from the Indian word Otsego" Ot" meaning a place 
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, . and "the word Sago" an Indian "terra of Balutationj and ihe two 

-*j s coined together emerged into the word SWAGO which menas a masting 

T y a v* ^ Ww ^ 


? 1 ti v C 


M A happy meeting place M 


Swago" is one of the beautiful Indian 


nan es 


• viif •* r common among the Alleghenies* 

It has also been stated that Swago Creek was named after 

locally known as "Swago Eill" 


Ewing 


Ewing 
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but records will show that Swago Creek 
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ill antedate that of "Swago Eill" He was named Swago Bill because he lived 


i Swazo Creek 


*' the head of Swago Creek there is a”fiatural Bridge" formBd by a stratum 
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IS , about forty- feet h^ii in length and fifteen feet high , under 
*.he stresm flows . This bridge is in a very rugged country in the forest. 
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Marlins ^un is a small run of minor importance, except the local 
hat it bears in connection with its name-sake • 




the Marlin Mountain and flowing due west for a distance of 2.7 mil® 


town cf Uarlinton to join Knapps Creek one -half mile above its 
: (i * ( . total fall of 630 feet with a drainage area of 1.5^ square miles 
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nr. f cedonto to spend a winter in what is now Pocahontas County 
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